same symptom was noted in a case which I saw many years ago, while acting for Dr. Pringle and which I reported in the British Jouirnal of Dermatology. The patient subsequently died in the country, where he was a farm labourer, and his doctor wrote to me that the symptoms preceding death pointed strongly to cancer of the rectum.
Dr. BARBER: One point about the general appearance of this patient is her beard. I saw at Guy's Hospital a woman with a beard, whose general condition was not recognized. When she died she was found to have malignant ovaries, and the same may be present in the woman just shown.
The PRESIDENT: I have been through all the older literature, and, to the best of my recollection, there have been some cases of this condition in which post-mortem examination revealed no malignant disease.
Case of Xanthoma Tuberosum.
THE patient is a female infant aged 3 months. The eruption was noted at birth, and there have been no new lesions since then. The eruption consists entirely of very hard reddish-brown tumours about kin. in diameter, (and about I in. above the general skin level) scattered irregularly about the scalp, the face, the upper part of the chest, and less numerously, on the forearms. There are well over fifty such swellings. They give rise to no discomfort, and the child is otherwise in excellent health.
One of the tumours was excised and examined microscopically. The section shows a uniform infiltration of the whole corium right up to the level of the epidermis with a very homogeneous type of round connective tissue cell. The cells seem to be arranged in rows rather like the arrangement of cells of pigmented nmvi, and the tumour is undoubtedly of nevoid character. The appearances of the section in fact reproduce very faithfully the appearance of the sections of a case described by McDonagh in a paper in the British Journal of Dermatology for 1912, in which other cases in the literature are examined, and the name nievo-xantho-endothelioma is proposed for this group. The cases are certainly very rare; they are obviously scarcely to be distinguished from urticaria pigmentosa except by histological tests.
Mr. McDONAGH: These cases are very rare, as this is the only case I have seen since I published my paper on the subject in 1912.1 As a result of investigations I came to the conclusion that the lesions were congenital, often familial, and were of the nature of neevo-xantho-endotheliomata. Clinically, the lesions begin as vascular naevi, then become yellow and flat on the surface, entirely disappearing in time. Histologically the primary lesion is a vascular endothelioma, later the endothelial cells swell and undergo fatty or xanthomatous changes and later still new fibrous tissue and blood-vessels take the place of the degenerated endothelial cells. This class of case should not be confounded with inflammatory xanthomata, which are multiple, loculated lesions and yellow from the start. The clinical picture and microscopic section shown by Dr. Graham Little to-day are replicas of the case and sections I exhibited before the Society in June, 1909.2 Case of Onychogryphosis. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE patient is a boy aged 6, in whom the nails of the right and left thumbs are converted into claw-like appendages raised from the matrix, curved with the convexity outward, and about I in. long. On the left medius there is an earlier phase of the same condition, the nail being thickened, separated. from the matrix but not yet with the curious curvature of the thumb nails. The left hallux is similarly affected.
The disease dates from twelve months ago. Scrapings from the thickened area under the nail were examined for fungus, so far with a negative result. The child lives in a mews, a circumstance which suggests the probability of ringworm infection.
Epidermolysis Bullosa.
By HALDIN DAVIS, F.R.C.S. THIS child aged 3, has been in hospital three weeks, and is consequently a good deal better than he was when first seen. The condition was noticed at or immediately after birth: the parents believe it was present at birth, and there has been steady progress of the illness since. The nails are very badly formed, and some of them are not formed at all.
